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Statement on the Attack on Jewish Students in Brooklyn, New York

March 2, 1994

This afternoon, I spoke with the family of
Aaron Halberstam, the Lubavitcher student who
was critically wounded by gunfire in Brooklyn
yesterday. My prayers are with them, with their
son, and with all of those affected by this spasm
of brutal violence. It is an outrage that this
crime, which has overtones of a hate crime,
could occur in our American community. And
it is a tragedy that such a tender, intelligent
boy could be the victim of such brutality and
immutable violence.

For American Jewry, as for all of us, our
country’s unique tradition of tolerance and reli-
gious freedom makes us a refuge from the ha-

tred and inhumanity that divides so many other
cultures in this world. We respect the humanity
we find in each other, and anything which at-
tacks the bonds of community which unite us
is an attack on us all.

I commend the New York City Police Depart-
ment for its swift and apparently successful in-
vestigation of this crime, and I would appeal
to all men and women of good will—shocked
as we are by this violence—to be calm and
respectful of our system of justice. Those of
us fighting for the safety and security of our
neighborhoods, and for America’s religious and
cultural freedoms, will prevail.

Appointment for the Permanent Committee for the Oliver Wendell

Holmes Devise
March 2, 1994

The President today announced the appoint-
ment of Laura Kalman as a member of the
Permanent Committee for the Oliver Wendell
Holmes Devise. The Committee was established
to prepare a history of the Supreme Court of
the United States, to finance an annual lecture
or series of lectures, and to prepare and publish
a memorial volume containing the writings of
Justice Holmes.

“Laura Kalman’s extensive background in law
and American history will be a great asset to
the Committee,” the President said. “I am de-
lighted to announce her appointment.”

NoOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on the National Performance Review and an Exchange With

Reporters
March 3, 1994

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Please sit down. I'm sorry we're starting late,
but I had to have a conversation with Prime
Minister Hosokawa of Japan, and it was getting
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very late there, and I couldn’t put it off until
after this meeting. And we’ll have more to say
about that later in the day. I apologize, but
it was unavoidable. We had to make the call.
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